In the early part of 2003, the populations of China, Hong Kong and Canada were gripped by an outbreak of severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS). During that time and subsequently, a flurry of publications on SARS emerged. In this new book, the imaging aspects (both plain radiography and CT) of SARS are comprehensively and elegantly covered in a little over 150 pages. Further, despite the emphasis on imaging, there is a little of something for everyone. In addition to the radiology, there are useful chapters devoted to epidemiology, the role of emergency medical services and even an update which discusses the lessons learnt and measures instituted as a consequence of the SARS outbreak. If there is any criticism of the book (and it truly is a small one), it would be that the two chapters on the general imaging of pneumonias may seem somewhat superfluous to some readers. However, if it is agreed that a little revision is no bad thing, then the interested reader will not be deterred.

Perhaps the most impressive aspect of this publication is the speed with which it has been produced. The reader will appreciate that the project could not have begun before the first quarter of 2003 (when the initial outbreak of SARS was declared). Since then, the editors have managed to galvanize an impressive band of authors and have delivered a hardback book which has something of interest for respiratory physicians, radiologists, radiographers, intensivists and even hospital managers who may, in the not so distant future, be faced with outbreaks of the same or other infectious agents.
